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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to communications filed on May 21 , 2002. 
Claims 1-14 are pending in the case. 

Receipt is acknowledged of documents submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). 
Accordingly the effective date of the subject matter of the claims in this application is 
determined to be September 2 1 , 200 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § i02 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-4, 7-8, 10-1 1, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gonno (US 6,404,739). 

As shown in Figures 1-9, Gonno discloses a method for transferring a program (data) via 
a network comprising a server (1, 101) and a plurality of terminals (3i-3 5 , 103-107) connected to 
the server (col. 1: lines 40-55, and col. 5: lines 47-63), the terminals being capable of requesting 
the server to transfer the program (col. 5: lines 48-51), the server responding to the request of the 
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terminals by broadcasting the program to the terminals (col. 5: line 61 - col. 6: line 5), the 
method comprising: 

using a terminal (retransmission-request receiver) to request the server (transmitter) to re- 
transfer the program (by sending retransmission request signals NAK) when the terminal 
receives only a portion of the program (when not successfully receive data) requested by another 
terminal instead of receiving the complete program during a timeout period (during a 
predetermined time), (col. 2: lines 15-38, and col. 7: line 15 - col. 10: line 33, esp. col. 9: lines 6- 
39). 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Gonno also disclose when the server receives the request of 
the terminal, the server enables a thread to broadcast the program (col. 6: lines 33-38, and col. 9: 
lines 29-39). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1, Gonno also disclose dividing the program into a plurality of 
data packets, the server transferring the program using the data packets (col. 8: lines 59-64). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Gonno also discloses the terminals (103, 107) are information 
appliances (computers), (col. 1: lines 43-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 2, 5, 9, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gonno as applied to claims 1 and 8 above, in view of Metz et al (US 5,666,293), hereinafter 
Metz. 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Gonno discloses substantially all the claimed limitations, 
except the program is an operating system for the terminals. 

As shown in Figures 1-9, Metz discloses downloading operating system software through 
a broadcast channel (abstract) . 

Gonno and Metz teach analogous arts, both relating to a system and method for 
transmitting or downloading data via a broadcasting link. Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize Metz' method of 
downloading an operating system software via a broadcast channel in Gonno 's system, 
motivated by the needs of efficiently distributing data to a plurality of users, i.e., reducing 
storage space required for storing operating system software at each of the plurality of users. 

Regarding claims 5 and 12, Gonno discloses substantially all the claimed limitations, 
except each of the data packets has the same size. 

Metz also discloses each of the data packets has the same size (i.e., ATM cell), (col. 12: 
lines 54-66). 

Gonno and Metz teach analogous arts, both relating to a system and method for 
transmitting or downloading data via a broadcasting link. Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply Metz' method of 
using same sized data packets in Gonno's system, motivated by the desire to efficiently 
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transmitting data over a network, i.e., savings bandwidth by sending ATM cells only when 
needed, not because a transmission time slot happened to be available. 

6. Claims 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gonno as applied to claims 1 and 8 above, in view of Tran (US 5,453,987). 

Gonno discloses substantially all the claimed limitations, except the server broadcast the 
data packets sequentially in a fixed time interval. 

As shown in Figures 4, Tran discloses the server broadcasts the data packets sequentially 
in a fixed time intervals (col. 3: lines 58-67). 

Gonno and Tran teach analogous arts, both relating to a system and method for 
transmitting data on a broadcast communication channel. Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to Tran's method of 
broadcasting data packets sequentially in a fixed time interval, in order to conforming to the 
TDM protocol and increasing the throughput of the data communication system. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Van Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3073. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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